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Rubric for the Assessment of Subject Content Knowledge 

	
	
	Level of Achievement
	Score

	
	Indicators of Subject Content Knowledge
	1
	2*
	3
	4**
	5
	

	1
	Investigate & Research


	Little inquiry; limited knowledge shown
	
	Explores topic with curiosity; adequate knowledge from variety of sources displayed


	
	Knowledge base displays scope, thoroughness, and quality
	

	2
	Examine & Identify the problem/question
	Does not identify or summarize the problem/ question accurately, if at all


	
	The main question is identified and clearly stated
	
	The main question and subsidiary, embedded or implicit aspects of a question are identified and clearly stated
	

	3
	Analyzes & Synthesize:

Identifies & evaluates the quality of supporting data/evidence; detects connections and patterns


	No supporting data or evidence is utilized; separates into few parts; detects few connections or patterns
	
	Evidence is used but not carefully examined; source(s) of evidence are not questioned for accuracy, precision, relevance and completeness; facts and opinions are stated but not clearly distinguished from value judgments
	
	Evidence is identified and carefully examined for accuracy, precision, relevance, and completeness; facts and opinions are stated and clearly distinguished; combines facts and ideas to create new knowledge that is comprehensive and significant
	

	4
	Constructs & Interprets:

Identifies and evaluates conclusions, implications, & consequences; develops ideas


	Combines few facts and ideas; needs more development; conclusions, implications; consequences are not provided
	
	Accurately identifies conclusions, implications, and consequences with a brief evaluative summary; uses perspectives and insights to explain relationships; states own position on the question
	
	Accurately identifies conclusions, implications, and consequences with a well-developed explanation; provides an objective reflection of own assertions
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	


*Exhibits most characteristics of ‘1’ and some of ‘3’

**Exhibits most characteristics of ‘3’ and some of ‘5’
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Rubric for the Assessment of Oral Communication 

	
	
	Level of Achievement
	Score

	
	Indicators of Effective Oral Communication
	1
	2*
	3
	4**
	5
	

	1
	Subject Knowledge: depth of content, relevant support, clear explanation
	Provides irrelevant or no support: explanation of concepts is unclear or inaccurate
	
	Main points adequately substantiated with timely, relevant and sufficient support; accurate explanation of key concepts
	
	Depth of content reflects thorough understanding of topic; main points well supported with timely, relevant and sufficient support; provided precise explanation of key concepts


	

	2
	Organization:
Main points distinct from support, transitions, coherence
	Lack of structure; ideas are not coherent; no transitions; difficult to identify introduction, body, and conclusions
	
	Clear organizational pattern; main points are made clearly; smooth transitions differentiate key points
	
	Effective organization well suited to purpose; main points are clearly distinct from supporting details; transitions create coherent progress toward conclusion


	

	3
	Connection to Audience:

Needs & interest, demonstrates understanding


	Topic seems irrelevant to audience needs and interests; no attempt made to connect to audience
	
	Some relevance of topic to audience needs and interests; expresses an understanding of their target audience; some attempt to capture audience
	
	Connection of topic to audience needs and interests is stated; captures audience’s attention
	

	4
	Delivery:

Eye contact, movement, voice, fluency
	Relies heavily on or reads notes; body language disconnected from content and distracting from understanding of main points; voice rate, pitch, and volume shows lack of familiarity with material preventing audience engagement
	
	Notes intermittently used as a guide; body language appropriately connected to content of the talk and clarifying understanding of main points; voice rate, pitch, and volume communicates comfort with and interest in material keeping the audience engaged
	
	Notes rarely, inconspicuously used; body language amplifies content of the talk and augments understanding of main points; voice rate, pitch, and volume communicates mastery of material facilitating audience engagement

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	


*Exhibits most characteristics of ‘1’ and some of ‘3’

**Exhibits most characteristics of ‘3’ and some of ‘5’

